
How did the Intervention affect Yuendumu?

The Intervention was sprung on us without warning. With no consultation.

A lot of lies were told about our communities.  

Paedophile rings, violence, rivers of grog and dysfunction.

Five Prime Ministers later and they never took the lies back.

The little bit of self-determination we had, they took from us.

We no longer have a local council. The council is run from Alice Springs.

A big mob of white-fellows came and they run everything.

These outsiders don’t talk Warlpiri and don’t understand or respect our culture

It isn’t easy for locals to get a job.

Most repairs and building is done by outside contractors.

Lots of new rules.

The biggest lot of money ever spent on Yuendumu was more than seven million dollars to build a 

new police station.  

We’ve got more police than ever and more people in jail than ever.

The welfare mob keep taking children away and don’t respect our extended families.

The white bosses don’t respect our Elders.  Our children see this and also loose respect in us.

Everything is done in English.

We have no say in running our own lives on our own land.

It is like we are under occupation by a foreign power.

   

What is the situation like in Yuendumu today?

Nothing much has changed.  They keep tightening the screws.

They’re trying to turn us into white-fellows.

We are proud Warlpiri people and they have no right to control us like they do.

We want our local council back.  We want our houses back.

We want police to respect us and stop wearing guns.

We want real self-determination and respect.

We want to run our own lives again, our way.

We want the Government and the Media to stop lying about us and lying to us.

We want them to listen to us.

Only then will we listen to them.


